[Treatment of endometrial clinical stage I adenocarcinoma by laparoscopic surgery. Seventeen cases].
Study and follow-up of laparoscopic surgical treatment of endometrial cancer, clinical stage I. This retrospective study covering the period 01 February 1990 to 31 January 1994 on 17 patients presenting with endometrial cancer, clinical stage I, that is, 35.4% of endometrial cancers operated in our department during that period, and for which laparoscopy was the first step in surgical treatment. Of the 17 cancers assessed by laparoscopy, 12 were also operated by laparoscopy. Conversion to laparotomy concerned 5 cases (29.4%): one case of postoperative adhesions, 2 cases of laparoscopic complications (cardiac rhythm problems, sub cutaneous emphysema), 2 cases of peritoneal granulations giving rise to suspicious of stage III. The mean age of the patients operated via laparoscopy was 59.9 years (extremes: 34-74). Their weight varied from 52 to 94 kg with a mean of 68.1 kg. Two endoscopic surgical complications arose (one bladder injury and one cervico-vaginal bleeding), but did not require conversion to laparotomy. No postoperative complications were noted. The average follow-up for these patients treated by endoscopy is 22.3 months. There was regrettably one early recurrence of the disease 7 months postoperatively. Laparoscopic surgery can be used to treat clinical stage I cases of endometrial cancer. This surgical approach must be used only for favourable cases and is reserved for teams trained in endoscopic and cancer surgery.